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log the Idea of supremacy; first, its preparation is extremely
costly, and, second, this ceremony requires the presence of
at least twelve prelates, the assembling together of whom is
often a difficult matter in any one of the other patriarchates,
where the entire number of prelates is smaller. The reason
why all the patriarchs share the right to control the affairs
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jersualem, is that the holy places
and the shrines of pilgrimage constitute properties belong-
ing to the entire nation of Greek Orthodox, said proper-
ties having but one agent, the Brotherhood of the Holy
Sepulchre, whose chief is the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and
whose principal mission is to guard the holy places, and
to keep them in a good and secure condition, by means of
the offerings of Orthodox pilgrims, and of all other con-
tributors.
Attention may be called to a few points in the above
authoritative statements, as they may serve to explain the
misapprehension that has arisen in regard to the relative
position of the Ecumenical patriarch. In the first place it
becomes clear that the title of " Millet-Bassi," or Chief of the
Nation, attributed to the Patriarch of Constantinople, in-
dicates a point of view from which the government regards
this functionary, and not the point of view from which he
is regarded by his fellow-patriarchs. During the first years
of Turkish rule in Constantinople, all the Christian sects
(Greeks, Armenians, Syrians, etc.) were confounded under
the general title of Roumi (Greek), being, from' the govern-
ment point of view, submitted to the Orthodox patriarch.
Moreover, the government point of view has become purely
theoretic, for, as shown above, the sultan now treats with
each patriarchate directly, unless the friendly offices of the
Patriarch of Constantinople has been sought for practical
reasons.1 No better proof could be adduced concerning the
difference between the points of view of the sultan and the
church itself than the status quo of the Patriarchs of Antioch
and Jerusalem in the year 1909; both these patriarchs were
1 For about two centuries previous to 1843 the sultan's firman con-
firming the Patriarch of Jerusalem was transmitted through the Patri-
arch of Constantinople.

